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of the trench and instructed the diggers to retain them, than
it is for our Author both to say that before everything it nyistVe
determined whether there are and what are tJiose really safe propojd-
ticms that are free from doubt (for how could they be determined by
one whom we suppose as yet to know none ?), and in the same breath
to assert that this is a precept of the common and ancient Philosophy
(in which no such precept is found). Nor was it more crass stupidity
on the part of the Workman to pretend that the Architect wanted
to take an empty ditch as his foundation and that all this building
depended upon doing so, than it was manifest raving on the part of
my Critic to say that I employ the opposite of what is doubtful as a
principle, that I abuse what I renounce; just as though the whole
truth depended on that, and consisted in that as in its stable founda-
tion^ unmindful of the words which he had above reported as mine ;
you will neither affirm nor deny, you will treat both as false. Finally,
in comparing the digging of a trench in order to lay a foundation
to the setting up of a scaffolding, the Workman did not show his
lack of knowledge to any greater extent than our author did in
likening the renunciation of doubtful beliefs to this also.

The fourth reply was : Your art errs by going too far. That is
to say, it strives to accomplish more than the laws of prudence require
of it, more than any mortal demands. Some people indeed seek to
construct durable houses for themselves. But certainly no one has
hitherto been found who has not thought it enough for him, if the
house in which he lived were as firm as the earth which supports us,
so that anxiety about seeking for a still greater strength is super-
fluous. Besides, just as in walking there are certain conditions
relative to the stability of tlie ground we tread on, which quite suffice
to allow everyone to walk on it in safety, so in the building of houses
there are certain limiting conditions, such that he who attains to them
is certain, etc.,1 as above.

Now though here it is unjust of the Workman to blame the
architect, it is with still greater injustice that my critic blames me
in the corresponding case. For it is true that in the construction
of houses there are certain conditions implying less than absolute
firmness of the ground, beyond which it is not worth our while
proceeding, and these vary in proportion to the size and mass of
the building we are constructing. For it is safe to build the lowlier
class of cottages upon sand, the stability of which relative to their
burden is as great as that of rock relative to high towers. But it
1 Of. pp. 320, 321.